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On May 3 in an open letter to Panamanian citizens, the Ecumenical Committee of Panama
declared that elections will not resolve the country's political crisis because society is "dangerously
polarized." The Committee is composed of several religious organizations. The Committee called on
government officials to respect the vote in order to preserve "the principle of popular sovereignty."
It also rejected foreign intervention in Panama's electoral process, asserting that any type of external
interference "would be a catastrophe." (Basic data from Notimex, 05/03/89)
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